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Tt is now generally admitted by plant ecologists, not only that vegetation
is constantly undergoing various kinds of change, but that the increasing
habit of concentrating attention on these changes instead of studying plant
communities as if they were static entities is leading to a far deeper insight
into the nature of vegetation and the parts it plays in the world. A great part
of vegetational change is generally known as succession, which has become
a recognised technical term in ecology, though there still seems to be some
difference of opinion as to the proper limits of its connotation; and it is the
study of succession in the widest sense which has contributed and is con-
tributing more than any other single line of investigation to the deeper knowl-
edge alluded to.

It is to Henry Chandler Cowles that we owe, not indeed the first recogni-
tion or even the first study of succession, but certainly the first thorough work-
ing out of a strikingly complete and beautiful successional series (1899),
which together with later more comprehensive studies (*01, "11) brought be-
fore the minds of ecologists the reality and the universality of the process
in so vivid a manner as to stimulate everywhere—at least in the English-
speaking world—that interest and enthusiasm for the subject which has led
and is leading to such great results. During the first decade of this century
indeed Cowles did far more than any one else to create and to increase our
knowledge of succession and to deduce its general laws. By acute and thor-
ough observation and by lucid exposition he became the great pioneer in the
subject. It is therefore natural and fitting that my contribution to a volume
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